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as prisoners awaiting their fate. Suddenly a
woman, in floods of tears, rushed into the camp
and embraced a boy who was one of the prisoners.
She had come to give herself up, in order that she
might share the fate of her beloved son. Quesada
was much moved at the sight. He at once gave
the woman and her son their liberty. Soon
afterwards he released all the rest, except one who
was kept as a guide.

The invaders next came to the River Ariguani,
which could not be forded. The men and horses
swam, and a line was got across by which the
stores and provisions were brought over. Twelve
days were occupied in the march thence to the
lagoons of Tamalameque. The Cacique's residence
consisted of a number of thatched houses built
round an open space, at the end of a long penin-
sula called Pacabuy. The houses, embosomed
in trees, seen across the deep blue waters of the
lagoon, were a grateful sight after the wearisome
marches through the forest. Here the tired soldiers
rested for a few days, and Tamalameque helped
Quesada in his final march to the confluence of
the Cesari and Magdalena. The flotilla had not
arrived. Quesada had lost 100 men, and there
were many sick. Tired of waiting for the boats,